
U of M Morris committed to sustainability
The University of Minnesota, Morris, ranks as one of the top on-site energy producers in the 
country, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. Between 2005 and 2012 the 
campus also cut its carbon footprint by 40 percent, giving the university a reputation for forward 
thinking and environmental awareness.

Two 1.65-MW wind turbines provide 60 percent of the campus’s electricity, and last December 
the campus added a 19.8-kw solar photovoltaic (PV) system. The PV unit powers the Green 
Prairie Community residence hall, which is LEED Gold Certified for energy efficiency. 

“We provide real-world sustainability venues for students to experience firsthand,” said Lowell 
Rasmussen, U of M Morris Vice Chancellor for Facilities and Finance. “The solar array is a logical 
next step in the sustainability initiatives that make the Morris campus unique in Minnesota.” The 
university will use its solar PV system to help educate students and the community about clean 
energy technology and policy.   

To help make the PV system possible, the university is participating in the Made in Minnesota 
(MiM) solar incentive program. Administered by the Department of Commerce Division of 
Energy Resources (DER), the $15 million program offers funding to investor-owned electric 
utility customers who install solar PV systems with solar modules manufactured in Minnesota. 
Our company contributed about $104,000 to MiM in 2014, and the U of M Morris will receive 

production-based incentive payments 
from this fund for 10 years.

“We are pleased to be partnering  
with Otter Tail Power Company 
in the Made in Minnesota solar 
program,” said Rasmussen. “These 
sustainability partnerships teach 
the value of investing in our region, 
creating local jobs, and building our 
local economy—something Otter Tail 
Power Company has been doing  
for years.” 

Find out more about Minnesota-
certified solar PV manufacturers, 
incentive amounts, and the MiM 
program application process at  
www.mn.gov/made-in-minnesota. 

TailWinds

Wind Words
Otter Tail Power Company 
P.O.  Box 496 
Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 
www.otpco.com

For upcoming issues, send your 
wind-power questions and ideas  
to slysaker@otpco.com or to the 
address above.

Wind Words is produced once  
a year for our TailWinds customers.

Visit us online at
www.otpco.com

Wind generation 
on the rise
Last year the United States installed 
4,854 megawatts (MW) of wind 
generating capacity, nearly five 
times more than in 2013. Wind now 
generates 65,879 MW of electricity 
nationwide, enough to power more 
than 18 million average homes. 
Midwestern states continue to make 
use of this abundant resource.

South Dakota
Supplies 26 percent of its electricity 
with wind and ranks second nationally 
for percentage of wind generation.

North Dakota
Has the sixth largest wind resource 
potential in the nation and generates 
more than 15 percent of its electricity  
from wind.

Minnesota
Derives more than 15 percent of  
its electricity from wind and ranks 
eighth in the nation for installed  
wind capacity.

 Solar is now the fastest-growing source of renewable energy in the United States, 
accounting for 36 percent of all new electric generating capacity in 2014.

 Installed solar capacity reached 20.2 gigawatts (GW) in 2014, enough to power more 
than 3.5 million average homes.

 Since 2010 the average price of a PV panel has dropped by 63 percent.

 Solar industry jobs increased by almost 22 percent in 2014.

	 Solar helped offset around 20 million metric tons of CO2 emissions in 2014.
(Sources: Solar Energy Industries Association and solarenergy.net)
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The University of Minnesota, Morris, took advantage of 
our MIM funding in 2014 to construct a 19.8-kw solar 
photovoltaic system.
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Did you know?

Solar power is an emerging industry
As solar technology becomes more affordable and accessible for families  
and businesses across the United States, solar energy capacity is growing fast.  
The total amount of solar power installed in the United States has increased 
from 1.2 gigawatts (GW) in 2008 to an estimated 15.9 GW in the first quarter 
of 2014. That’s enough to power more than 3.2 million American homes. Last 
year broke the record for the most new solar installations, and the industry 
continues to boom.     (Source: energy.gov)


