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TailWinds program provides options for consumers
Certification assures green energy supply
Global interest in renewable energy sources resonates with many 
Otter Tail Power Company customers who want to contribute in a 
meaningful way to preserving the environment. Our company has 
a certification process to assure our customers that the electricity 
they purchase through our TailWinds program actually comes from 
a renewable source.

Annual data request tracks TailWinds power
The Minnesota Office of Energy Security (OES) is the investigative 
arm of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. Once a year the 
OES requests data about the location, size, commercial operating 
date, and transmission service used in delivering electricity from 
certified TailWinds wind turbines.

Bryan Morlock, 31-year planning consultant with Otter Tail Power 
Company, said our company has access to 185,000 kilowatts (kw)  
of nameplate wind energy capacity on the Otter Tail Power 
Company transmission grid from turbines in all three states but 
primarily in North Dakota near Langdon, Ashtabula, Luverne, and 
Edgeley. In addition, the OES has certified three turbines for use in 
TailWinds—two near Hendricks, Minnesota, and one at Gary, 
South Dakota.

“We don’t own or operate any of the turbines certified for 
TailWinds,” said Morlock. “But we purchase all of the output from 
these turbines. And as more customers sign up for the program, 
we can certify additional turbines. Each year we inform the OES 
about how much energy each facility in the program generated in 
the past year, how much TailWinds energy we sold in each of the 
three states (Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota), and 
how much of the TailWinds energy went to line losses, usually 
about 7 percent.”

“	The	certification	and		

	 tracking	processes		

	 are	the	ultimate		 	

	 assurance	for		

	 TailWinds	customers.”

Bryan Morlock,  
Otter Tail Power Company  

planning consultant
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Secondary regulation affirms renewable sources
In addition to Minnesota’s Office of Energy Security, all three states in 
our TailWinds program require that we track renewable energy through 
the Midwest Renewable Energy Tracking System (M-RETS). M-RETS is 
an organization created by the regulatory commissions of Montana, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
the province of Manitoba. Each 1,000 kilowatt-hours (1 megawatt-
hour) of renewable energy receives one renewable energy credit (REC) 
in the M-RETS system.

“As the energy is used in compliance with state renewable energy 
objectives or standards, or is sold through a green pricing program 
such as TailWinds, the associated RECs must be retired,” said 
Morlock. “The REC certificate contains the information necessary 
to verify the facility that created the energy represented by the REC. 
Once an REC is retired it can’t be used again.”

TailWinds customers are making a difference
According to Morlock, the price for TailWinds energy is $1.30 per 
100 kwh, which covers the difference between the electric rates 
for power we generate through traditional methods and the power 
we generate through wind turbines. Even though Otter Tail Power 
Company has a significant amount of wind power in our generation 
mix, TailWinds customers have chosen to support renewable energy by 
purchasing blocks of electricity that are totally wind generated.

“The certification and tracking processes are the ultimate 
reassurance for TailWinds customers,” said Morlock. “The OES looks 
at a variety of information from Otter Tail Power Company and other 
public sources. While the OES is our main verification in Minnesota, 
the basic requirements are pretty much the same for all three states.”

For TailWinds customers, the depth and detail of the certification and 
tracking processes provides the ultimate reassurance that customers 
are making an impact with their investment in green energy.


