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As your electric service provider, Otter Tail Power Company 
chooses generating resources that are least-cost or low-cost, 
environmentally responsible, and that satisfy our customers’ 
growing needs. We’re strengthening that balance as we 
integrate wind energy resources into our generation mix. “In 
2009 the U.S. Department of Energy recognized us as having 
the fourth highest proportion of wind energy penetration among 
the nation’s electric utilities,” said Randy Synstelien, renewable 
energy development manager at Otter Tail Power Company.

Wind resource update
As of year-end 2010 the equivalent of about 14 percent of Otter 
Tail Power Company’s electrical energy comes from emission-
free wind power as shown below.

Minnesota 3.5 MW **

North Dakota
Ashtabula Wind Energy Center 48.0 MW *
Langdon Wind Energy Center 40.5 MW * 
 19.5 MW ** 
North Dakota Wind II (Edgeley) 21.0 MW ** 
Luverne Wind Farm 49.5 MW *

South Dakota 0.09 MW **
* Wind resources that Otter Tail Power Company owns
** Resources owned by other companies from which Otter Tail Power 
Company purchases wind energy

Renewable energy compliance
We are well positioned to comply with the Minnesota renewable 
energy standard, which requires 25 percent of retail sales to 
be from renewable resources by 2025 and includes a stepped 

Wind energy  
A status report for our TailWinds customers

implementation of 12 percent by 2012. North Dakota and South 
Dakota have renewable energy objectives of 10 percent by 2015.

We are adding these renewable resources within the economic 
parameters of our 2011-2025 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP). 
This plan identifies the most cost-effective resources for 
meeting our customers’ needs for reliable electric service during 
the next 15 years. While this filing is required only in Minnesota, 
we plan for our entire system as a whole and provide copies 
of the plan to the regulatory commissions in North Dakota and 
South Dakota as well. Visit us online at www.otpco.com to learn 
more about our IRP.

“While we have some uncertainties about future electric 
generation needs for our customers (including load growth, 
energy-conservation efforts, and customer-owned renewable 
resources) we remain ahead of renewable requirements and are 
positioned to be in compliance for years,” said Synstelien.

Green-e certification for renewable 
energy certificates
Green-e Energy is a leading certification program for voluntary 
renewable energy products in the United States. Five of our 
wind resources are Green-e certified, and the accompanying 
Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) are eligible for sale in the 
voluntary national Green-e Energy markets. One REC represents 
the renewable attributes associated with one megawatt-hour 
of electricity produced from a renewable resource. We sell 
RECs that we’ve earned that are above what we need for state 
compliance into the Green-e voluntary national market, and we 
pass the benefits of those sales back to our customers.
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TailWinds participation
Since 2002 our TailWinds program has been available to 
commercial and residential customers who are interested in 
supporting an even greater level of company investment in 
renewable energy technologies.

“In 2010, 644 Otter Tail Power Company customers were 
enrolled in TailWinds and purchased 229,400 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity a month from the program,” said Jon Fabre, green-
pricing program manager at Otter Tail Power Company. That’s 
about the same amount of electricity that 212 average homes 
in our service area would use in one year. And it offers the 
same CO2-reducing impacts as planting 758 acres of trees.

By supporting wind energy through our TailWinds program, you 
are showing your commitment to renewable energy resources. 
We thank you for your gift to the environment. 

As previously noted, Otter Tail Power Company chooses 
generating resources that are least-cost or low-cost, 
environmentally responsible, and that satisfy our customers’ 
growing needs. And we’re strengthening that balance as 
we continue to integrate wind energy resources into our 
generation mix.

Visit us online at www.otpco.com for news and information 
about our wind energy projects.

Ashtabula Wind 
Energy Center

northeastern Barnes 
County, north dakota

32 General Electric 1.5-MW 
turbines make up otter Tail 
Power Company’s portion of 
the Center.

Approximately 250 feet 
to center of hub

Variable pitch – 
120 feet long

november 26, 2008

Langdon Wind 
Energy Center

6 to 12 miles south of 
Langdon, north dakota

106 General Electric 
1.5-MW turbines 
(27 owned, 13 as part 
of a purchased-power 
agreement)

Approximately 250 feet 
to center of hub

Variable pitch – 
120 feet long

Entire wind facility was 
fully operational
January 12, 2008.

North Dakota
Wind II

Between Edgeley and 
Kulm, north dakota

14 General Electric 
1.5-MW turbines

Approximately 215 feet 
to center of hub

Variable pitch – 
110 feet long

site became operational 
in 2003.

Luverne 
Wind Farm

Griggs and steele 
Counties in east central 
north dakota. otter Tail 
Power Company owns the 
northern field in steele 
County.

33 General Electric 
1.5-MW turbines 
make up otter Tail 
Power Company’s portion 
of this wind farm.

Approximately 260 feet 
to center of hub

Variable pitch - 
184 feet long

Commercial operation 
of otter Tail Power 
Company’s portion of 
the site began in 
september 2009.

Location 

Turbines

Tower 
height*

Turbine 
blades**

Start-up 
date

* 215 feet is about the height of a 15-story building.  
** 110 feet is about the length of two railroad cars.


