
Otter Tail Power Company supports 
LRSC wind energy technician program
Wind energy technician students at Lake Region State College (LRSC) in Devils Lake,  
North Dakota, are getting on-the-job experience from a newly constructed utility-scale  
wind turbine near their campus.

Turbine installation in 2013 came after a decade of work to make it a reality. “The turbine 
was the piece we were missing from having a really great program,” said LRSC President  
Dr. Doug Darling. “We had a solid program before, but getting students hands-on experience 
with the same kind of turbine they’d be working on in the field was what we still needed.”

Otter Tail Power Company and LRSC entered into a 15-year power purchase agreement 
(PPA) last July. Under the PPA, the college would sell us the excess electricity from the 
1.6-megawatt wind turbine. During the turbine’s first 12 months of operation it produced 
about 5,800 megawatt-hours (MWH) of electricity. The LRCS campus used 1,700 MWH, and 
our company purchased the excess 4,100 MWH. The college expects the excess electricity 
generated in the first 15 years to yield enough revenue to pay off the $7 million turbine.

Our company also supports LRSC and its wind energy technician program through 
donations of time, expertise, and equipment. “Otter Tail Power Company hasn’t just helped 

with the turbine, they’ve been very 
active in all phases of the program,” 
explained Darling. “They’ve helped us 
build the curriculum, guest lectured on 
high-voltage switching, and supplied 
us with training equipment, such as 
transformers, for the students to use.”

We also support the program by 
donating $1,000 scholarships to each 
of three full-time students.

Visit youtube.com/OtterTailPowerCo 
and go to our Stewardship playlist  
to learn more about our partnership 
with LRSC and its wind energy 
technician program.
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Midwest states lead 
in wind generation
Wind generation continues to grow 
in the United States, now generating 
enough electricity to power 15 million 
homes. And Midwestern states that are 
leaders in wind power generation are in 
our own backyard.

South Dakota
Ranked second in the nation for 
percentage of wind generation in 
2013, with 26 percent of its electricity 
coming from wind power.

North Dakota
Continues to invest in the incredible 
potential of its wind resource, creating 
jobs in operations, construction, and 
manufacturing.

Minnesota
Ranked fifth in the nation for 
percentage of electricity derived from 
wind in 2013 and fifth for total number 
of utility-scale wind turbines.

Because it generates no emissions, wind power helps reduce the amount of carbon dioxide the 
electricity sector produces.

 Every megawatt-hour (MWH) of wind generation from a typical wind turbine avoids roughly  
0.6 metric tons of carbon dioxide production, on average, which adds up to more than  
3,000 metric tons annually.

 In 2013 the United States increased its installed wind capacity to 60,000 MW, avoiding  
95.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide. Wind generation reduced carbon dioxide emissions 
from the electricity sector by 4.2 percent—the equivalent of taking 17.5 million cars off the road.

(Source: American Wind Energy Association)

Wind power and carbon dioxideFast facts 
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Did you know?

Otter Tail Power Company supports 
a balanced resource plan
We support a balanced resource plan that includes a mix of coal, natural gas, 
demand-side management, and renewable energy. We also support least-cost 
planning, which means that we seek the most cost-effective combination of 
generation resources available. If renewable resources (including wind and 
solar) are a part of the least-cost resource mix, we include them in our preferred 
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP).

To learn more about our IRP 
visit www.otpco.com/IRP


