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Electric

A lighting upgrade is one of the easiest and 
most cost-effective energy-saving investments 
your business can make. New lighting 
technologies use a fraction of the electricity 
consumed by old fixtures, and they last years 
longer. Because lighting 
accounts for up to 
40 percent of electricity 
used in commercial 
buildings, companies 
that invest in energy-
efficient lighting 
technology benefit from 
dramatically reduced 
annual energy costs.

If you’re interested in upgrading to more efficient 
lighting, take advantage of opportunities to 
reap greater returns on your investments with 
our energy-efficiency programs. Customers 
in Minnesota and South Dakota who install 
efficient lighting options may qualify for higher 
rebates than ever before.

Lighting the way to energy savings

Rebate programs promote upgrades
“These energy-efficiency programs benefit all 
our customers, even those who don’t participate 
in them,” says Jon Fabre, Senior Program 
Design Specialist. “The financial modeling 
we completed within our resource planning 

process demonstrates 
that offering energy-
efficiency programs 
is more cost-effective 
than increasing our 
generating capacity 
to meet increasing 
demand for electricity. 
Because of the energy 
these programs save, 

we delay having to construct new power plants 
and pass on those costs to customers through 
rate increases. Our customers are coming out 
ahead economically because of these programs.”

Lighting accounts for up to 40 percent of 
electricity used in commercial buildings.
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With the LED lighting fixtures, Barrel O’ Fun expects 
annual reductions in total electricity use of 414,391 
kwh and energy cost savings of about $27,000 and 
a one-time rebate of $43,593. Barrel O’ Fun also 
looks forward to maintenance cost savings, thanks 
to the 100,000-hour rated life of LED systems 
compared with the rated life of only 24,000 hours 
for a 400-watt metal-halide lamp. 

“Purchasing LED fixtures with a rebate definitely will 
give us a cost-saving benefit and improved lighting 
quality,” says Sailer. The light levels produced by 
the LED system never will drop below 90 percent of 
its lumen output, which is a huge improvement over 
Barrel O’ Fun’s existing metal-halide fixtures that 
drop to about half of their original lumen output by 
the end of their expected lives.

Barrel O’ Fun Snack Food Company, a division of 
KLN Family Brands, has been producing great-
tasting foods in Perham, Minnesota, for 41 years. 
The company takes pride in pursuing efficiency in 
its manufacturing plants and is excited about the 
rebates offered by our lighting program.

In 2014 Barrel O’ Fun installed LED (light-emitting 
diode) exterior lighting and new LED fixtures in its 
packaging area and new warehouse. “These 
fixtures were costly upfront,” says Barrel O’ Fun 
Project Manager Mark Sailer. “But taking into 
account the extended lives of the fixtures, the 
maintenance hours they’ll save us, and the Otter 
Tail Power Company rebates, we’ll see a return on 
investment in less than two years.”

Barrel O’ Fun takes advantage of LED lighting rebates

Barrel O’Fun’s four new LED fixtures (picture foreground) produce consistent color and illumination compared with the 
company’s older metal-halide fixtures.

In the spotlight:

“Purchasing LED fixtures with a rebate 
definitely will give us a cost-saving benefit 
and improved lighting quality,”

Mark Sailer 
Barrel O’ Fun Project Manager
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Our Minnesota Conservation Improvement Program
Minnesota customers who purchase high-efficiency lighting for existing or newly constructed buildings can 
apply for rebates through our Minnesota Conservation Improvement Program (CIP). By encouraging the use of 
energy-efficient technologies, our CIP is reducing Minnesota’s energy use by millions of kilowatt-hours.

High-efficiency lighting upgrades in existing buildings
Minnesota commercial, industrial, and agricultural customers who reduce their wattage by at least 
12 percent with high-efficiency lighting can qualify for valuable retrofit rebates. Any rebates exceeding 
$4,500 must be preapproved.

Qualifying efficient technologies include high-efficiency T8 and T5 fluorescent, compact fluorescent, efficient 
HID, induction, and LED lamps or fixtures, as well as lighting controls.

Existing Replaced with Rebate per watt 
saved

Low-efficiency 
incandescent

Screw-in type compact fluorescent

Screw-in type LED (with and without removal-prevention devices)

Hard-wired compact fluorescent

High-efficiency fluorescent 

High-pressure sodium 

Pulse-start metal halide 

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

$.10

$.20

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60
Low-efficiency 
fluorescent

Low-watt T8 fluorescent fixture retrofit (with lamps rated at 28 watts per lamp or less)

Hard-wired LED

$.05/watt installed

$.60/watt saved
Standard T8 
fluorescent lamps

Low-watt T8 lamp retrofit (lamps only—28 watts per lamp or less)

LED lamp-only retrofit

$.40

$.40
Mercury vapor lamps High-efficiency fluorescent

High-pressure sodium

Pulse-start metal halide

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

Screw-in LED with self-contained or external driver

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.40
Standard high-intensity 
discharge (HID)

High-efficiency fluorescent 

Pulse-start metal halide

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

Screw-in LED with self-contained or external driver

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.60

$.40
Exit fixtures High-efficiency exit lighting (based on maximum demand reduction of 20 watts/fixture) $.60
Occupancy/daylight sensing controls $200/connected kw

Replacements for low-efficiency lamps and fixtures and rebates per watt saved

High-efficiency lighting in new construction
New construction rebates

Efficient technology Rebate/kw installed

Hi-bay fluorescent $225 

Ceramic metal halide $225 

Pin-based compact fluorescent lightbulb $225 

LED (screw-in) $225 

Low-wattage T8 lamps (28 watts per lamp or less) $50 

Pulse-start metal halide $50 

LED indoor and outdoor fixtures $600 

Motion sensors $200/connected kw

Are you planning to build a new facility? 
Commercial and industrial customers in 
Minnesota who install energy-efficient lighting 
in newly constructed buildings may qualify 
for rebates from Otter Tail Power Company.

Qualifying efficient technologies include high-
efficiency T8 and T5 fluorescent, compact 
fluorescent, efficient HID, induction, and LED 
lamps or fixtures, as well as lighting controls.



Replacements for low-efficiency lamps and fixtures and rebates per watt saved

Existing Replaced with Rebate per watt saved

Low-efficiency incandescent Screw-in type compact fluorescent

Screw-in type LED (with and without removal-prevention devices)

Hard-wired compact fluorescent

High-efficiency fluorescent 

High-pressure sodium 

Pulse-start metal halide 

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

$.10

$.20

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40
Low-efficiency 
fluorescent

Low-watt T8 fluorescent fixture retrofit (with lamps rated at 28 watts per lamp or less)

Hard-wired LED

$.05/watt installed

$.40/watt saved
Standard T8 
fluorescent lamps

Low-watt T8 lamp retrofit (lamps only—28 watts per lamp or less)

LED lamp-only retrofit

$.40

$.40
Mercury vapor lamps High-efficiency fluorescent

High-pressure sodium

Pulse-start metal halide

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

Screw-in LED with self-contained or external driver

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.30

Standard high-intensity 
discharge (HID)

High-efficiency fluorescent 

Pulse-start metal halide

High-efficiency induction

Hard-wired LED

Screw-in LED with self-contained or external driver

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.40

$.30
Exit fixtures High efficiency exit lighting (based on maximum demand reduction of 20 watts/fixture) $.20
Occupancy/daylight sensing controls $200/connected kw

Our South Dakota Energy Efficiency Plan
South Dakota commercial, industrial, and 
agricultural customers are eligible to apply for 
rebates through our South Dakota Energy Efficiency 
Plan (EEP).

Qualifying fixtures include low-watt T8 lamps, 
compact fluorescents, efficient HID lighting, 
induction lighting, and occupancy sensors. All 
rebates exceeding $4,500 must be preapproved.

These rebates are effective as of 
January 1, 2015, and we reserve the 
right to modify them at any time. 
Equipment must be purchased and 
installed prior to December 31, 2015, 
and rebate applications must be 
submitted prior to December 31, 2015.
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LEDs now are more affordable
LED lighting systems long have been praised for 
their energy efficiency, but until recently they also 
have been cost-prohibitive for many buyers. With the 
introduction of commodity-grade LED products into 
the market, LEDs are now a more affordable option. 
And with their high-efficiency ratings, they generally 
pay for themselves in energy savings in just a 
few years.

Other benefits of LEDs:
 They have useful lives of 50,000 to 100,000 hours.

 They save on labor and maintenance costs for 
changing lightbulbs.

 They are 25 to 30 percent 
more energy efficient than 
high-efficiency fluorescent 
lighting systems.

 They are 40 to 60 percent more 
efficient than metal-halide and high-
pressure sodium lighting systems.

 They convert almost all of the energy they use 
into light without wasting it as heat.
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Not all LED products are manufactured equally. For 
details on the light output, efficacy, and wattage 
of specific products, we encourage you to visit the 
ENERGY STAR website at www.energystar.gov. You 
also can consult the Design Lights Consortium 
(DLC) at www.designlights.org for the list of DLC 
Qualified Products that meet stringent quality and 
performance standards.

Learn more
Apply for a lighting rebate 
or learn more about 
commercial lighting 
options by calling our Idea 
Center at 800-493-3299 
or your Otter Tail Power 
Company representative.

Occupancy sensors 
automatically turn lights on 
when a room is occupied 
and off when it’s not. They 
are ideal for irregularly used 
spaces, such as meeting 
rooms, storage areas, and 
restrooms. Occupancy 
sensors cut room lighting 
costs by as 
much as 
50 percent.

Timers 
turn your 
lights on 
and off 
according 

to preset times. They are 
useful for switching off your 
interior lights after business 
hours and for regulating your 
exterior lighting.

Dimmers lower the amount 
of energy your lightbulbs 
consume. When you dim 
lights to lower wattages, you 
both conserve energy and 
extend the useful life of 
your bulbs.

Benefits of lighting controls
Save even more with your energy-efficient lighting and qualify 
for additional rebates by investing in lighting controls. They are 
inexpensive, easy to install, and give you greater control over the 
energy your lighting system consumes.

additional
rebates



Make it Electric provides 
information for industrial and 
commercial customers interested 
in energy efficiency, increased 
productivity, and new technologies. 

Industrial Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 
215 South Cascade 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537

800-493-3299

www.otpco.com 

215 South Cascade
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Increase your efficiency through technology
Our Industrial Services Engineers and Energy Management Representatives 
can help you identify and evaluate energy-efficient productivity-increasing 
technologies for your business. In addition to helping you understand 
operational requirements and advantages, they will conduct rate and 
payback analyses. Contact your representative today!

Contacts

Scott Sigette
Energy Management  
Representative for Rugby,  
Langdon, and Devils Lake areas
701-662-4876 ext. 740 
ssigette@otpco.com 

Bill Klyve
Energy Management 
Representative for  
Morris area
800-630-7358
bklyve@otpco.com 

Mark Remer
Senior Industrial  
Services Engineer 
Fergus Falls
218-739-8967 
mremer@otpco.com

Bob Sitzmann
Energy Management 
Representative for 
Jamestown, Oakes,  
and Garrison areas
701-253-4703
bsitzmann@otpco.com

Terry Stallman
Economic Development 
Consultant 
800-630-7965 
tstallman@otpco.com

Ken Johnson 
Energy Management  
Representative for 
Crookston and Bemidji areas 
218-739-8530 
kjohnson@otpco.com 

Kevin Disse 
Senior Industrial  
Services Engineer 
Fergus Falls 
218-739-8995 
kdisse@otpco.com 

Brad Nelson 
Energy Management  
Representative for 
Milbank and Wahpeton areas 
605-432-4713 ext. 6602 
bnelson@otpco.com 


