
Transmission projects enable renewable 
energy to be integrated into the system
We’ve invested in transmission upgrades and 
new construction to meet customer demand  
for energy and add more renewable energy 
into our system. In shared projects with partner 
utilities, we’ll add almost 1,000 miles of 
transmission line by 2020. This will support up 
to 2,000 megawatts of wind capacity.

Launched in 2006, CapX2020 is an effort of 
11 transmission-owning utilities in Minnesota 
and the surrounding region. We’ve been involved 
with four of the five CapX2020 projects, which 
include almost 800 miles of new transmission 
line. One of those projects (Big Stone South 
to Brookings County) also is a multi-value 
project (MVP) approved by the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator, Inc. (MISO) 
and state regulatory commissions. MISO 
defines MVPs as transmission projects that 
provide regional reliability, economic value, 
and support for renewable energy public 
policy objectives. The Big Stone South to 
Ellendale project, which we’re managing, also 
is an MVP.

“It’s important to have flexibility to access 
different generation options to ensure that 
we have an all-of the-above strategy that includes wind and renewable energies, ethanol, clean 
coal, and domestic oil and natural gas,” said Otter Tail Power Company President Tim Rogelstad 
at a Fall 2015 transmission line construction kick-off. “This will allow us to keep electricity prices 
affordable for our customers and ensure energy independence for our nation.”

For more information about our transmission system, visit otpco.com/transmission.
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Today nearly 20 percent of our 
electricity comes from renewables, 
a number we expect to grow 
as we expand wind energy and 
add solar energy. In fact, by 
2020 we will supply 1.5 percent 
of our retail sales with solar 
photovoltaic (PV) systems.

Did you know?

TailWinds participation
By supporting wind energy through our TailWinds program,  
you are showing your commitment to renewable energy 
resources. In 2015, approximately 450 Otter Tail Power 
Company customers were enrolled in TailWinds and  
purchased 176,500 kilowatt-hours of electricity a month  
from the program—enough to power 185 homes. We  
thank you for your gift to the environment.
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Wind generation facts
Last year the United States installed approximately  
8,600 megawatts (MW) of wind generating capacity, a  
77 percent increase over total installation in 2014. Wind  
now can generate approximately 74,470 MW nationwide  
from more than 52,000 operating wind turbines. 

Minnesota
Ranks seventh in the nation for installed wind capacity with 
2,257 wind turbines. 

South Dakota
Ranks eleventh in the nation for installed wind capacity with 
1,177 wind turbines.

North Dakota
Ranks eighteenth in the nation for installed wind capacity with 
583 wind turbines. 

(Source: awea.org)


