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Make it

Electric
In fall 2016 our company signed agreements 
to purchase a 150-megawatt (MW) wind farm in 
southeastern North Dakota that EDF Renewable Energy 
will design and build in 2019. We expect the project 
to cost more than $250 million and the wind farm to 
generate enough electricity to power more than 65,000 
homes.

Identified as affordable, reliable resource
Our company’s resource plan identifies the most 
affordable and reliable combination of energy resources 
for meeting our customers’ needs during the next 
15 years.

“The wind energy addition is part of our plan to meet 
our customers’ energy needs, replace expiring power 
purchase agreements, and prepare for the 2021 
retirement of the aging 140-MW coal-fired Hoot Lake 
Plant in Fergus Falls, Minnesota,” said Otter Tail Power 
Company President Tim Rogelstad. Hoot Lake Plant Unit 
2 has been on line since 1959. Unit 3 has been on line 
since 1964. (We retired Unit 1 in 2005.) As part of our 
resource plan we also anticipate adding 250 MW of 
natural gas-fired generation in the next five years.

Before construction can begin on the wind farm, we 
and EDF Renewable Energy will seek required approvals 
from state regulatory agencies, and the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator, Inc. will need to authorize 

interconnection to the transmission system. “Upon 
completion, it will be the largest capital project in our 
company’s history,” said Rogelstad.

Harnessing North Dakota wind
This wind project will be near the small town of 
Merricourt, approximately 15 miles south of Edgeley, 
North Dakota, in McIntosh and Dickey Counties. “Our 
North Dakota service area has some of the best 
wind resources in the country to produce low-cost 
energy,” said Rogelstad. “And, because of advances 
in technology, this wind farm will have a high energy 
output—even by North Dakota standards.”  

Today wind energy supplies approximately 19 percent of 
the electricity we use to serve our customers. With this 
addition, customers will receive approximately 
28 percent of their energy from wind.

“We’re projecting more than 30 percent of our energy 
to come from renewables by 2021 as part of an all-
of-the-above energy strategy that includes coal and 
natural gas,” said Rogelstad. “This wind energy addition 
paired with future natural gas-fired generation is a great 
example of our commitment to providing a low-cost 
and balanced mix of energy resources that benefits our 
customers and the environment.”

We’ve purchased a new wind farm in North Dakota
Customers will receive approximately 28 percent of their energy from wind

Designate wind resources to 
power your business
By supporting wind energy through our TailWinds program, you’re showing 
your company’s commitment to renewable energy resources. Wind-generated 
energy is available for purchase in 100-kilowatt-hour blocks, charged 
monthly. Use wind energy to power your entire business or just some of your 
appliances or machinery. Contact our Idea Center at 800-493-3299 to sign 
up for TailWinds, or visit otpco.com/TailWinds for more information.
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Pelican Rapids and Fergus Falls receive award 
for clean energy planning
The Minnesota Department of 
Commerce (DOC) named the cities 
of Pelican Rapids and Fergus Falls, 
in partnership with our company, 
one of eight winners of the 2016 
Clean Energy Community Award. The 
award recognizes community-based 
initiatives that support Minnesota’s 
clean energy goals by promoting 
energy efficiency, conservation, and 
renewable energy generation. The 
DOC recognized award winners on 
November 10 at the Clean Energy 
Community Awards Conference in 
Saint Paul.

Pelican Rapids and Fergus Falls 
jointly were one of three winners 
that received special recognition 
in planning. Both communities 
renovated their wastewater 

treatment plants by pairing energy-
efficient upgrades with rebates 
available through our Conservation 
Improvement Program. “It’s an honor 
that the cities of Fergus Falls and 
Pelican Rapids received recognition 
for their planning initiatives,” said 
Senior Commercial Industrial 
Representative Chris Waltz. “Both 
communities are leaders in energy 
efficiency, and their projects will 
save energy and money for years.”

Commerce Commissioner Mike 
Rothman, whose agency serves 
as the state energy office, 
acknowledged that Minnesota is 
a national leader in clean energy 
initiatives. “The objective of our 
Clean Energy Community Awards 
is to recognize the great work of 

Minnesota communities in helping 
to achieve those goals,” said 
Rothman. “We want to continue our 
clean energy momentum, and these 
communities are helping to lead 
the way.”

The DOC announced the award 
finalists last summer at the 
Minnesota State Fair’s Eco Experience 
event, which exhibited the initiatives 
of all award participants.

Planning our future energy resources
Our commitment is balance
One of the ways we live our commitments is in the mix of 
resources we use to generate electricity.

Our 2017-2031 Resource Plan identifies the most cost-effective combination of resources for meeting our customers’ 
needs for reliable service during the next 15 years. “We selected our proposed plan based on reliability, affordability, 
achievability, and environmental responsibility,” said Resource Planning Manager Brian Draxten. 

, , 

In addition to the wind and natural gas resources outlined in the previous 
article, we’ll also add 30 megawatts of solar resources by 2020 to comply with 
Minnesota’s Solar Energy Standard.

Contact your Otter Tail Power Company representative to learn more about our 
rate options, rebates, and demand-response and conservation programs so you 
can discover the benefits of managing energy use.

Our mix of resources 
ensures affordable 
electricity 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. Because 
the states we serve have 

differing regulatory policies and 
philosophies, we met with regulators 
and organizations in all three states 
to gain perspective. These meetings 
were helpful to all parties and led to 
a solid resource plan that balances 
needs and resources.

We’ve included an 
energy efficiency goal 
of 1.5 percent in 
Minnesota, the highest 
percentage of retail 

sales ever. Our energy-efficiency 
and load-control programs keep 
energy costs low, saving money for 
all customers by reducing the need 
to build more resources.

Our resource plan 
targets more than 
30 percent of our 
electricity coming from 
renewable resources 

by 2021. We’ll also continue to 
provide reliable, low-cost electricity 
from fossil-fueled resources that 
we own. We’ve invested more than 
$250 million in environmental 
improvements to keep Big Stone 
Plant and Coyote Station in the mix.

For more information about 
our Resource Plan and 

how we generate electricity, 
visit otpco.com.

clean energy

communi ty

m i n n e s o t a
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Check out our newest online tool: Business Energy Advisor

Browse energy-saving options 
by business type, such as 

data centers, K-12 schools, 
manufacturing facilities, 
restaurants, and more.

Or, view technology types, 
including compressed 

air, heating, lighting, or 
ventilation and air handling.

Each business-type page includes:
 Average energy use data specific to 

your business type.

 Top technology uses and how to choose 
the best one for your business.

 Quick fixes for saving energy that are 
low cost and easy to implement.

 Long-term solutions for significant 
energy and cost savings. 

Need help figuring out the most 
energy-efficient equipment for your 
facility? Want to know what energy-saving 
opportunities are best for your type of 
business? We’re pleased to provide you 
with Business Energy Advisor, a new 
library of information providing energy 
management tips for businesses and 
organizations.

Email, download to PDF, or 
print any article you want.

 Get started now at 
otpco.com/BEA.



Scott Sigette
Energy Management  
Representative for Rugby,  
Langdon, and 
Devils Lake areas
701-662-4876 ext. 740 
ssigette@otpco.com 

Ken Johnson 
Energy Management  
Representative for 
Crookston area 
218-739-8530 
kjohnson@otpco.com 

Roger Garton 
Energy Management  
Representative for 
Bemidji area 
218-739-8542 
rgarton@otpco.com 

Dale Umlauf
Economic Development 
Consultant 
218-739-8948 
dumlauf@otpco.com

Make it Electric provides 
information for industrial and 
commercial customers interested 
in energy efficiency, increased 
productivity, and new technologies. 

Industrial Services 
Otter Tail Power Company 
215 South Cascade 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537

800-493-3299

www.otpco.com 

215 South Cascade
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Increase your efficiency through technology
Our Industrial Services Engineers and Energy Management Representatives 
can help you identify and evaluate energy-efficient productivity-increasing 
technologies for your business. In addition to helping you understand operational 
requirements and advantages, they’ll conduct rate and payback analyses. 
Contact your representative today!

Contacts

Bill Klyve
Energy Management 
Representative for  
Morris area
800-630-7358
bklyve@otpco.com 

Mark Remer
Senior Industrial  
Services Engineer
218-739-8967 
mremer@otpco.com

Bob Sitzmann
Energy Management 
Representative for 
Jamestown, Oakes,  
and Garrison areas
701-253-4703
bsitzmann@otpco.com

Chris Waltz
Senior Commercial 
Industrial 
Representative
218-739-8492
cwaltz@otpco.com

Kevin Disse 
Senior Industrial  
Services Engineer 
218-739-8995 
kdisse@otpco.com 

Brad Nelson 
Energy Management  
Representative for 
Milbank and 
Wahpeton areas 
605-432-4713 ext. 6602 
bnelson@otpco.com 


