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BETTER TOGETHER:

Merricourt Wind Energy Center and
Astoria Station projects near completion
After a 17-month construction period, our Merricourt Wind Energy Center
started generating energy in late-December 2020. We expect Astoria
Station, our simple-cycle natural gas combustion turbine, to come on line
in first quarter 2021. “Our project teams, composed of both employees
and contractors, have worked tirelessly to get to this point. Thank you to all
involved for your continued resilience and dedication,” said Vice President of
Energy Supply Brad Tollerson. “Projects like these allow us to positively impact
our customers, our communities, and our company—while also providing an
optimal mix of energy resources.”

A cleaner energy future

While we create a cleaner energy future, you’ll continue to pay less for the
energy to power your home than you would almost anywhere else in the
nation. By 2023 approximately 35 percent of our energy generation will come
from renewable resources, and we’ll have reached a 30 percent reduction in
carbon emissions from 2005 levels.
We’re committed to delivering reliable, low-cost, clean energy across our
70,000-square-mile, three-state service area. Astoria Station and the
Merricourt Wind Energy Center are part of our plan to:

Did you know
In the 1950s, one kilowatt
hour of electricity cost
the same as a postage
55¢
stamp. Today a postage
stamp costs 55 cents.
Our average residential cost for a
kilowatt hour? Just over 10 cents!
The Merricourt Wind Energy
Center is the size of about
10,600 football fields!
After a positive environmental
review, the Astoria Station site was
chosen for its proximity to existing
natural gas and access to existing
transmission lines.

Meet your energy needs.
Replace expiring power purchase agreements.
Prepare for the 2021 retirement of our 1950s-era 140-megawatt (MW)
coal-fired Hoot Lake Plant in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.

Merricourt Wind Energy Center

Located in southeast North Dakota, the Merricourt Wind Energy Center
harnesses some of our nation's best wind resources to generate clean, low-cost
energy. Its 150-MW generation capacity is enough to power more than 65,000
homes every year! With 75 wind turbines spread over 14,000 acres of land, the
Merricourt Wind Energy Center is the largest capital project in our history.
Merricourt Wind Energy Center construction by the numbers
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Astoria Station

Located in Deuel County, South Dakota, Astoria Station complements our
wind resources by providing a reliable backstop when the wind isn't blowing.
Its 245-MW simple-cycle natural gas combustion turbine is able to ramp up
quickly, filling gaps when customer demand for energy is high or conditions
for renewable energy generation aren't ideal.
Astoria Station construction by the numbers
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Brighten your day the efficient way
Long and cold winter days can be tough on your electric bill. With less natural light, make the switch
to energy-efficient lighting to save money and energy.
Use task lighting to illuminate work
activities. This allows you to reduce your
overall room lighting levels.
Add motion sensors to outdoor lighting for
less continuous lighting.

Use LED bulbs in all fixtures. When shopping
for LEDs look for the ENERGY STAR® label.
A 60-watt incandescent bulb can be replaced
by a 9-watt LED bulb, which has a rated
lifetime of more than 25,000 hours.

Open shades and blinds to take advantage of
natural light.

Keep light fixtures clean to get the
most illumination.

Powering the future
Hoot Lake Solar plans continue

Hoot Lake Solar is a 49-MW solar project we plan to build on land around
Hoot Lake Plant in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. The project will include around
150,000 solar panels and generate enough energy to power approximately
10,000 homes each year.
Solar generation has several advantages that make it the right energy resource for
us to implement at this time and at this location. Over the past few years, the cost
of solar energy has significantly decreased while efficiency has increased. And a
diverse mix of energy resources helps us maintain affordable, reliable service.

Winter 2021
ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

This project offers us a unique opportunity to be resourceful by wisely using
our existing Hoot Lake substation after retiring Hoot Lake Plant in 2021. The
substation will connect electricity produced by Hoot Lake Solar to the energy
grid for customers throughout our service area.

We project that with the completion of Hoot Lake Solar, up to 35% of
our energy will come from renewables, while ensuring electric service
continues to be safe, reliable, and economical.
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Planning solar energy

Before construction can begin, we'll seek required approvals from state regulatory
agencies and local government. And the Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, Inc., will need to authorize interconnection to the transmission system.
As we continue working on project specifications, we plan to minimize impact to the
environment by planting native grasses to provide pollinator-friendly, native habitats
for wildlife cover, food, and nesting areas. We’ll also use fencing materials and
revegetation, where practical, that blend with the area to help reduce visual impact.

Project will improve reliability
for South Dakota customers
We provide reliable electricity you can count on. In the past decade, we’ve
invested more than $300 million in innovative, resourceful ways to create
a more resilient regional transmission grid. Recently we’ve been working to
improve reliability for customers who live in the southern part of our service
area with a two-phase transmission project.
In September 2018 the project received expedited approval through the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. The first phase of the project,
completed in February 2019, included construction of a new 15-mile 115-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line that connects the expanded 115-kV Hetland Substation to
the new 115-kV Lake Norden Substation, both in South Dakota.
The second phase of the project, which began in August 2019, currently is
underway and involves construction of a new 43-mile 115-kV transmission line
from Lake Norden to Astoria, South Dakota, along with a new 115kV switching
station located north of Toronto, South Dakota. Poles continue to be set and
the stringing contractor has begun installing the conductor. The grading and
foundation have been completed at the switching station.

To be
determined
CONSTRUCTION

Learn more about the project
at otpco.com/HootLakeSolar.

Severe winter
weather safety
Winter is in full swing, and it’s
important that you’re prepared
for safety this season. Make sure
you’ve checked your winter safety kit
and updated it to include:
A flashlight and extra batteries.
Drinking water and food that
won’t spoil.
A first aid kit and medicines.
A battery-powered radio to receive
emergency information.

“The project remains on schedule and on budget thanks to the dedicated
employees who are involved," said Transmission Construction and Maintenance
Manager Todd Langston. “This prudent infrastructure investment is part of our
commitment to deliver safe, reliable, and affordable electricity to our customers.”
We expect the project to be complete in summer 2021 pending any delays.
Both phases provide an investment of approximately $39.5 million.

EMPLOYEE PROFILE

Randy Synstelien,

Principal Resource Planner

Randy is responsible for ensuring that our company has
the resources to meet customers’ needs in years to come.
His team accounts for existing resources and any planned
retirements and balances resource additions with cost,
reliability, regulations, and energy policies in mind. Over
Randy’s career at Otter Tail Power Company he’s also
worked in Information Technology, Sourcing, Business
Planning, and Accounting. He’s grateful to have explored various areas of the
company while working with people who are professional, good-natured, and
caring. In Randy’s spare time, he enjoys reading, an occasional jigsaw puzzle
over the holidays, and spending time with his wife, kids, and grandkids.

Customers,y!
meet Rand

Customers’ cookery
Mississippi Pot Roast
3 pounds beef chuck roast
1 ounce package ranch
salad dressing mix
1 ounce package
au jus mix
1/2 cup butter, sliced
1/2 jar pepperoncini
peppers (sliced, with juice)
1 1/2 cups sliced or
quartered fresh mushrooms
1/2 pound baby carrots
Mashed potatoes

Place roast in a slow cooker. Sprinkle dry mixes
over roast. Place butter slices on top of roast.
Add pepperoncini peppers with juice over roast.
Cover and cook on low setting for 4 hours; turn
the roast over. Cover and cook for another hour.
Add mushrooms and carrots; cover and cook
for 2 to 3 more hours, or until roast is tender.
Slightly shred roast and serve with enclosed
vegetables over mashed potatoes.
(Serves 4 to 6.)
Submitted by Karen Schumacher,
Jamestown, North Dakota

During a winter storm, stay inside.
Keep your body replenished with
fluids to prevent dehydration, and
wear layers of loose-fitting, warm
clothing. Staying safe starts with a
plan. Take time today to make sure
you’re prepared for severe weather.

For more safety tips, visit
otpco.com/SevereWeatherSafety.

Customer Connection
Otter Tail Power Company
PO Box 496
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496
www.otpco.com
800-257-4044 or 218-739-8877
Send your favorite recipe to
kjohnson@otpco.com or to the
above address.
If we use your recipe, we'll send
you a gift to thank you.
Please recycle

