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Hoot Lake Plant retires
Leaves legacy of safe, reliable energy generation

Hoot Lake Plant, our 140-megawatt (MW) coal-fired generating facility in Fergus
Falls, Minnesota, retired in May. The plant played a vital role in our company’s
history of generating safe, reliable, affordable energy.
We began generating electricity for customers at Dayton Hollow Dam on the
Otter Tail River in 1909. We started construction on the Hoot Lake hydroelectric
plant in 1914.
As our number of customers grew, we increased generating capacity, building
1,500-kilowatt steam generating units at the Hoot Lake site in 1921 and 1923. In
1948 we replaced those with Unit 1, which retired in 2006. We commissioned
Hoot Lake Plant’s current coal-fired operational units (Units 2 and 3) in 1959 and
1964, greatly increasing the plant’s generation capacity from 5 MW to 145 MW.

Fergus Falls Mayor Vernon Sprague
speaks at the plant’s groundbreaking
ceremony in 1957.

“Throughout its 100-year history, Hoot Lake Plant has generated more than
electricity for our customers, company, and community—it’s been a place where
our employees worked to safely provide an essential service, especially during
times when it was most needed, as well as a place where careers, relationships,
and memories began and grew,” said Otter Tail Power Company President Tim
Rogelstad. ”We’re excited for the direction our company is heading, and we
know it’s our employees—past and present—who have gotten us to where we
are today and who will continue to help us provide reliable, low-cost electricity,
strong community support, and great employment long into the future.”

Visit otpco.com/HootLakePlant for a virtual
360 tour, video documentary, and plant history.
Hoot Lake Plant today

Partnering in community resilience
Otter Tail Power Company Foundation Annual Report available
Caring for our communities is at the core of who we are. In everything we do,
we focus on how we can improve the quality of life in the areas around us.
Otter Tail Power Company Foundation’s mission is to support young minds,
invest in our current and future workforce, create vibrant culture and vital
communities, improve health and human services, and protect our natural
resources. There are so many local organizations making a big difference in
the lives of others. And our Foundation gives approximately $500,000 a year
to help strengthen communities across our three-state, 70,000-square-mile
service area.
The Foundation’s Annual Report is now available and details our 2020 giving
in our communities. To learn more about the Foundation and browse the
Annual Report visit otpco.com/Foundation.

Health
$14,400

Environment
$2,600

Community
$236,370

Education
$94,000

2020

Arts and culture
$6,500

We gave $353,870 in 2020.

We’ve completed
Astoria Station!
After years of planning and two
years of construction, Astoria
Station is operational! Located in
Deuel County, South Dakota, this
245-megawatt simple-cycle natural
gas combustion turbine stands
ready and able to generate reliable
electricity you can count on.
“Thank you to everyone involved
with the Astoria Station project.
Our talented team developed and
managed the entire operation
from start to finish and did an
outstanding job,” said Otter Tail
Power Company President Tim
Rogelstad. “Their focus, dedication,
and commitment to safety,
combined with local community
and contractor support, made
this project a success amid an
unprecedented pandemic.”

Save energy throughout your home

Unplug electronics like printers,
cellphone chargers, and computers
when you’re not using them.

Living room
Turn down the LED backlight
on your LED TV.

Office

Use a ceiling fan if you have one. Make sure it’s
turned clockwise in colder months to push cold air
up and counterclockwise in warmer months.

Turn the water off
when brushing
your teeth.

Bathroom

Bedroom

Think before opening the fridge.
The longer the door remains open,
the more cooled air you’ll lose,
causing the motor to run more often.

Laundry room
Wash with cold
water when possible.

Replace worn or ripped door
sweeps, including those on
doors in attached garages.

Garage

Kitchen

Minnesota PUC approved our Hoot Lake Solar investment
On March 25 the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) approved our
investment in Hoot Lake Solar, a 49-megawatt solar project we plan to build in
Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
In a news release from the PUC, Commission Chair Katie Sieben said, “I’m
pleased to support Otter Tail Power’s Hoot Lake Solar project. This is the lowest
cost solar project of its kind in Minnesota, it will lower harmful CO2 emissions,
and it will benefit the surrounding communities. Importantly, Hoot Lake Solar will
ensure that Otter Tail Power continues to provide reliable, cost-effective service
to the communities it serves.”
The project will generate enough energy to power approximately 10,000 homes
each year. Learn more about Hoot Lake Solar at otpco.com/HootLakeSolar.

Learn about
your electricity

EMPLOYEE PROFILE

Jessi Roemmich

Many people don’t know a lot
about electricity, even though it’s an
essential part of everyday life. Our
Your electricity brochure offers useful
information about where electricity
comes from, how we calculate rates,
and ways to reduce
your electricity use.

Lead Customer Service Representative
Jessi Roemmich, Lead Customer Service
Representative in Jamestown, North Dakota,
began working for our company in March 2020.
Jessi provides support for our valued customers
while assisting her coworkers in their roles and
performing administrative tasks to keep the team
organized. Jessi and her husband have been married
for eight years and raise their two children on a
hobby farm by Sanborn, North Dakota. She enjoys
riding their horses, fitness, and spending time with
family and friends.

Customers,
meet Jessi!

Customers’ cookery
Holiday Salad

10 cups mixed salad greens
1 red apple
1 red pear
1 green pear
1 cup crumbled blue cheese
1/2 cup dried cranberries
1/2–1 cup cashews (salted)

Dressing
1/3 cup red wine vinegar
1/2 cup sugar
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
2 teaspoons finely minced onion
1/2 teaspoon salt
2/3 cup vegetable oil
2–3 teaspoons poppy seeds

Toss fruit and greens with dressing right before serving. Sprinkle cheese, cashews,
and cranberries on top. Perfect any time of the year. Enjoy!
Submitted by Bev Schrum, Victoria, Minnesota

Find the
brochure at
otpco.com/
YourElectricity

Customer Connection
Otter Tail Power Company
PO Box 496
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496
www.otpco.com
800-257-4044 or 218-739-8877
Send your favorite recipe to
rmichael@otpco.com or to the
above address.
If we use your recipe, we'll send you
a gift to thank you.
Please recycle

